
RESOLUTION NUMBER 95 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER’S ORDER NUMBER 3 FOR COVID-19 

 

WHEREAS, SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, spreads between people who are in contact with 

one another or present in shared spaces and a gathering of individuals without necessary mitigation for the spread 

of infection will pose a risk of the spread of infectious disease; and 

 

WHEREAS, Missouri is experiencing another wave of new COVID-19 cases, fueled by low rates of full 

vaccination and the spread of a new strain (the Delta variant) of SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, as of September 26, 2021, only approximately 53.6% of eligible residents of the City of St. Louis 

were fully vaccinated for SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, and an additional 8.0% have initiated 

the vaccination process; and 

 

WHEREAS, the number of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in St. Louis remains above the City’s target, 

with a 7-day average of 61 new hospital admissions per day, an average of 433 hospitalized cases, and a 6% 

positivity rate; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 27, 2021, the CDC issued new guidance, recommending all vaccinated individuals (in 

addition to their previous recommendation for unvaccinated individuals) in “substantial” or “high” transmission 

areas, with either more than 50 cases per 100,000 people in the area over a seven-day period, or with a COVID-

19 test positivity rate higher than 5%, wear masks indoors; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis is currently classified as a high transmission area by the CDC; and  

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Missouri Governor Mike Parson signing HB271 into law in early June 2021, political 

subdivisions may only issue public health orders for 30 calendar days in a 180-day period when the Governor has 

declared a state of emergency; Orders may be extended more than once with a simple majority vote by the local 

governing body. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis supports and 

authorizes Health Commissioner’s Order No. 3 renewing the mask mandate in place in the City of St. Louis. 

 

Introduced on the 1st day of October 2021 by: 

The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 

The Honorable John Coatar, Alderman 7th Ward 

 

Adopted this the 1st day of October 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

___________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

 Clerk Board of Aldermen                        President, Board of Aldermen 
 



FREDRICK ECHOLS, M.D. 
HEALTH COMMISSIONER 

CITY OF ST. LOUIS 
1520 MARKET STREET 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63103 

(314) 612-5100

TISHAURA JONES 
MAYOR 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER’S ORDER NO. 3 

This Order No. 3 shall become effective immediately upon approval of the local governing board and 
will continue to be in effect for 30 calendar days, subject to extension. 

My intent is to ensure that the maximum number of individuals take prudent precautions to 
reduce the exposure to, and slow the spread of, SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. All 
provisions of this Order shall be interpreted to effectuate this intent. 

Whereas, a resurgence of COVID-19 cases is occurring in the St. Louis Metropolitan Area, 
there is evidence of ongoing SARS CoV-2 transmission in all City of St. Louis zip codes, there has been 
increased transmission among all age groups, hospitalizations and deaths related to COVID-19 continue 
to increase, and more than 35% of eligible City of St. Louis residents have not received a single dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine and are at risk of severe complications (including hospitalizations and death) if 
infected with the virus; and 

Whereas, on July 27, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued 
new guidance, recommending all vaccinated individuals (in addition to their previous 
recommendation for unvaccinated individuals) in “substantial” or “high” transmission areas, with either 
more than 50 cases per 100,000 people in the area over a seven-day period, or with a COVID-19 test 
positivity rate higher than 5%, wear masks indoors. According to the CDC, both Missouri and the City 
of St. Louis remain “high transmission” areas as of September 24, 2021. 

By the authority vested in me by Article XIII, Section 14-C(c) of the Charter of the City of 
St. Louis, I hereby order as follows: 

1. Individuals, both vaccinated and unvaccinated, age 5 and older shall be required to properly wear
a face covering that covers the wearer’s nose and mouth while in indoor and enclosed public
buildings and spaces, and public transportation vessels in the City of St. Louis. While on duty, all
City of St. Louis employees shall wear a face covering when riding in City vehicles with one or
more other individuals.

2. Exceptions to the required face covering are recognized for:
a. Individuals who have an official order or documentation from a medical or behavioral

health provider to not wear face coverings;
b. Individuals who are seated in a restaurant or bar and are actively engaged in consuming

food or drink;
c. Individuals who have trouble breathing, or are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise

unable to remove the face covering without assistance;
d. Individuals who are obtaining a service involving the nose or face for which temporary



removal of the face covering is necessary to perform the service; 
e. Individuals whose religious beliefs or practices prohibit the wearing of a face covering;
f. Individuals who have disabilities that:

i. Prevent them from wearing or taking off face coverings;
ii. Prevent them from communicating while wearing face coverings.

________ _______________________________ 
Date Fredrick L. Echols, M.D. 

Acting Director of Health & Hospitals/Health Commissioner 
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